
NC SAM FIELD ASSESSMENT FORM
Accompanies User Manual Version 2.1

INSTRUCTIONS:

NOTE EVIDENCE OF STRESSORS AFFECTING THE ASSESSMENT AREA (do not need to be within the assessment area).
PROJECT/SITE INFORMATION:

STREAM INFORMATION: (depth and width can be approximations)

STREAM CATEGORY INFORMATION:

skip for 
Tidal Marsh Stream

(skip
for Tidal Marsh Stream

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

1. Channel Water – assessment reach metric (skip for Size 1 streams and Tidal Marsh Streams) 

2. Evidence of Flow Restriction – assessment reach metric

3. Feature Pattern – assessment reach metric

4. Feature Longitudinal Profile – assessment reach metric

5. Signs of Active Instability – assessment reach metric
Consider only current instability, not past events from which the stream has currently recovered.



6. Streamside Area Interaction – streamside area metric
Consider for the Left Bank (LB) and the Right Bank (RB).

7. Water Quality Stressors – assessment reach/intertidal zone metric
Check all that apply.

8. Recent Weather – watershed metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)

9. Large or Dangerous Stream – assessment reach metric
If Yes, skip to Metric 13 (Streamside Area Ground Surface Condition)

10. Natural In-stream Habitat Types – assessment reach metric

(evaluate for Size 4 Coastal Plain streams only, then skip to Metric 12)

Check all that occur (skip for Size 4 Coastal Plain streams)

*********************************REMAINING QUESTIONS ARE NOT APPLICABLE FOR TIDAL MARSH STREAMS****************************

11. Bedform and Substrate – assessment reach metric (skip for Size 4 Coastal Plain streams and Tidal Marsh Streams) 

(skip for Coastal Plain streams)

Check the appropriate box(es).
(evaluate 11c)
(evaluate 11d)

(skip to Metric 12, Aquatic Life)

Check at least one box in each row



12. Aquatic Life – assessment reach metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)

Corbicula

Gambusia Umbra pygmaea)
Corbicula

13. Streamside Area Ground Surface Condition – streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams and B valley types)
Consider for the Left Bank (LB) and the Right Bank (RB).

14. Streamside Area Water Storage – streamside area metric (skip for Size 1 streams, Tidal Marsh Streams, and B valley types)
Consider for the Left Bank (LB) and the Right Bank (RB) of the streamside area.

15. Wetland Presence – streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)
Consider for the Left Bank (LB) and the Right Bank (RB).

16. Baseflow Contributors – assessment reach metric (skip for Size 4 streams and Tidal Marsh Streams)
Check all contributors within the assessment reach or within view of and draining to the assessment reach.

17. Baseflow Detractors – assessment area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)
Check all that apply.

18. Shading – assessment reach metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)

(Cranefly) 



19. Buffer Width – streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)
Consider “vegetated buffer” and “wooded buffer” separately for left bank (LB) and right bank (RB) starting at the top of bank out 
to the first break.

20. Buffer Structure – streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)
Consider for left bank (LB) and right bank (RB) for Metric 19 (“Vegetated” Buffer Width).

21. Buffer Stressors – streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)
Check all appropriate boxes for left bank (LB) and right bank (RB).

If none of the following stressors occurs on either bank, check here and skip to Metric 22:

22. Stem Density – streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)
Consider for left bank (LB) and right bank (RB) for Metric 19 (“Wooded” Buffer Width).

23. Continuity of Vegetated Buffer – streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)

24. Vegetative Composition – First 100 feet of streamside area metric (skip for Tidal Marsh Streams)

25. Conductivity – assessment reach metric (skip for all Coastal Plain streams)


